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DETAILED ACTION 

The examiner is appreciative of the changes made to the language of the claims, 
the specification and the drawings. These have been duly noted and considered. 

CLAIMS 

Summary 

Claims 1 and 14 are the independent claims under consideration in this Office 

action. 

Claims 2-13 and 15-27 are the dependent claims under consideration in this 
Office action. 

Claim Format 

Applicant should note that the language of the last line of claim 14 should be 
corrected, "channe;" should be replaced. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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Claims 1-4,11-17,24 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ulmer et al. (5,226,250). 

Ulmer et al. teach a system for attaching material to a quilting frame and teach 
the method for using the apparatus. The system comprises a rail of the quilting 
machine. The rail comprises a slot 13 (figure 8, for example) including a channel for 
accommodating a slot member 10 and the material being stretched. The slot member 
10 fits within the slot and holds the material within the slot. The slot member is pushed 
into the slot in a single action and retained therein by use of a pair of springs 14. The 
slot channel is polygon shaped and is rigid and the slot member or rail of the quilting 
frame is solid and is shaped complimentary to that of the slot. The slot is attached to 
the quilting apparatus stand via screws and hinges 38 (see figures 1 ,3 and 8, for 
example). The legs of the stand are propped upright and the material is placed across 
the open frame. The slot members are placed against the material and the slot for 
gripping the material within the slot. 

Claims 1-5,7,1 1-18,20 and 24-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hamu (5,01 8,442). 

Hamu teaches a system for attaching material to a stretching frame and teach 
the method for using the apparatus. The system comprises a slot 44 (figure 3) where 
the slot is part of a rail 16 of the stretching frame (figure 1 , for example) and in another 
embodiment is fitted within a separate rail 66 of the frame (figures 8 or 10, for 
example). The channel accommodates at least one slot member 46a (figure 7) and the 
material being stretched. The slot member 46a is pushed into the slot in a single action 
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by using a tool 50. The slot member retains the material in the slot by sandwiching the 
material between the slot member and the slot wall. The slot member is solid and yet 
flexible or rubber-like. The slot is formed of a rigid material and in one embodiment is 
attached to the frame portions by a plurality of screws 36 (figure 2, for example), in this 
embodiment the slot can be replaced or moved to a different frame as desired and the 
screws would thus comprise temporary attachment means. Concerning the "quilting 
frame" language in claim 1 , this is considered field of use language. Concerning the 
"the quilting machine" language of claim 12 and 25, the quilting machine is not positively 
recited in the claim and as such is also considered field of use language. 

Claims 1-5,7-10,12,14-18,20-23 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Riekse (3,205,547). 

Riekse teaches a system for attaching material to a rail or wall of a tub and teach 
the method for using the apparatus. The system comprises a triangularly shaped slot 28 
(figure 3) where the slot is part of a rail or wall 10 of a tub shower wall. The channel 
accommodates a solid rubber-like triangularly shaped slot member 24 completely within 
and it and a material (shower curtain) being stretched. The slot member 24 is pushed 
into the slot in a single action and retains the material in the slot by sandwiching the 
material between the slot member and the slot wall. The slot is formed of an extruded 
material and is adhered to the rail or wall for stretching the material. The slot-attaching 
surface is flat and this cooperates with the flat surface of the tub rail or wall and thus 
enhances the connection between the surfaces. Concerning the "quilting frame " 
language in claim 1 , this is considered field of use language. Concerning the "the 
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quilting machine" language of claims 12 and 22,23 and 25, the quilting machine is not 
positively recited in the claim and as such is also considered field of use language. 

Claims 1-5,7,12-18 and 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Maudlin et al. 4,903,629). 

Maudlin et al. teach a system for attaching material to a least one rail 10 and 
teach the method for using the apparatus. The system comprises a slot 20 (figure 1 , for 
example) where the slot is part of a rail 1 0. The channel accommodates at least one 
slot member 38 (figure 3) and the material being stretched. The slot member 38 is 
pushed into the slot in a single action and retains the material in the slot by sandwiching 
the material between the slot member and the slot wall. The slot member is solid and 
yet flexible or rubber-like as is the slot. The slot is attached to the object to which the 
material is to be attached to by a plurality of screws 28 (figure 4, for example), in this 
embodiment the slot can be replaced or moved to a different location or object as 
desired and the screws would thus comprise temporary attachment means. Concerning 
the "quilting frame" language in claim 1 , this is considered field of use language. 
Concerning the "the quilting machine" language of claim 12 and 25, the quilting machine 
is not positively recited in the claim and as such is also considered field of use 
language. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
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subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 6 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hamu '422 in view of Foerst (5,209,029). 

Hamu discloses the invention substantially as claimed. See above for specific 
explanations of the structural details of this document. Briefly, Hamu teaches a frame 
including four sides and each side comprising a slot and at least one slot member 46a 
for placement within the slot. The slot member is provided for wedging a material within 
the slot with the material sandwiched between the slot wall and the slot member. 
However, Hamu does not suggest the slot member as being a hollow member. 

Foerst teaches a frame including sides 10 with slots 50 and slot members 78. 
The slot members are provided for fastening a material within the slots. Further, Foerst 
teaches the slot members or lock beads 78 as including a hollow portion within its 
structure (figure 2, for example). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of Applicant's invention to construct the slot members of Hamu as including hollow 
portions. Providing such hollow portions would allow the lowering of the weight of the 
slot members and increase the flexibility of the slot members thus allowing better control 
and gripping power on the material being stretched by narrowing the entrance slot 
measurement of the slot. 
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PERTINENT CITATIONS 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Brooks and Doone illustrate hollow splines for use on slots of 
frame apparatus. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ismael Izaguirre whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4987. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Welch can be reached on (571 ) 272-4996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1000. y 
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